
Re: Freedom of Information Request 

Please find below the response to your recent Freedom of Information request regarding arthritis 
services within NHS South Sefton CCG. 

Request/Response: 

1) When are people who have arthritis in their knees able to have a scan, rather than an x-ray?

This would be determined by the professional leading your care if they felt it was necessary as
part of your treatment. The professional may be a physiotherapist as part of a Musculoskeletal
Assessment service, your GP or an orthopaedic consultant.

2) Are South Sefton residents able to choose where they have treatment or investigations via the
NHS - for example, treatment or investigations in private hospitals such as the Spire hospital as
an alternative to UHA?

As part of our commitment to the NHS constitution we commission a range of providers both 
within the NHS and private sector. If after an appointment with your GP or after an assessment 
service (such as a musculoskeletal assessment service), it is felt necessary for you to have 
further treatment from a consultant led service,  you would then be able to select a provider 
from a range of different providers the CCG commissions services from. 
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